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"Doctor Jen has said to me more than once: 'Sir, though
you seem so stout, you are really not very strong/ " Hsi-men
Ch'ing said. "He gave me a box of tonic, reinvigorating,
pills. He told me that these pills had originally been made
for his Majesty by his Holiness Lin, and recommended me to
take one every morning with human milk. But the last few
days I have had so much to do I forgot all about the pills,
You are always saying that I have too many ladies and that I
see too much of them, but since the Sixth Lady died, I have
had so much on my mind I have never thought about such
things."
Then Han Tao-kuo came in. "I have just heard that our
boat has been chartered," he said. "We shall be able to start
on the twenty-fourth as we proposed."
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing told Clerk Kan to go into the accounts,
get the silver ready, and see that everything was packed up
the following day. He said to Han Tao-kuo: "How much
money have we made in our two shops?"
"About six thousand taels all together," Han Tao-kuo said,
Hsi-mSn told him to*give two thousand taels to Ts'ui PSn,
so that he could go and buy goods at Hu-chou, and to take
the remaining four thousand to buy cloth at Sung-chiang with
Lai Pao, "You will come back by one of the first boats next
year," he said. He told each of them to take five taels and go
home to get ready.
"There is one matter which I must mention," Han Tao-kuo
said, "I am detailed to a tour of duty in Duke Yiin's palace.
They say I must go in person and will not accept substitute
money. What shall I do?"
"You are in the same position as Lai Pao," Hsi-men said.
"He gets out of it by simply paying three ch'iens of silver
every month."
"Brother Lai Pao was appointed by his Eminence the
Imperial Tutor," Han Tao-kuo said. "The papers came, and
the authorities at the palace dare not say a word. But I have to
serve because my ancestors have always served. I can't do
what he does."
"Go and write out a statement of your case and I will ask
Doctor Jen to go to the palace and arrange matters with
Master Wang, I am sure they will take your name off the

